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What is claimed is: 



1 . A method for directing the op^/ation of a slot machine, the method comprising the steps of: 
identifying at least one trackec symbol; 
initializing a running count; 

generating an outcome represented by a plurality of symbols; 
determining an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol; 

adjusting the running count, ncluding increasing the running count to reflect occurrences of 
the at least one tracked symbol and decreasing the running count to reflect expiration of .occurrences 
of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

determining a bonus payout t ased on the running count. 

The method of claim 1 wherein: 

the step of adjusting includes adding a predetermined integer value to the running count; and 
the step of adjusting further includes subtracting a predetermined integer value from the 
running count 



A- 



3. The method of clpn^l further including the steps of: 

identifying an expiration condition representing a number of plays after which an occurrence 
of the at least one tracked^symbol expires; and 

determining an expiration of an occurrence of^8je at least one tracked symbol based the 
expiration condition. 



4. The method of claim 1 further including the steps of: 
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2 identifying an expiration condition representing a time after which an occurrence of the at 

3 least one tracked symbol expires; and 

4 determining an expiration of an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol based on the 

5 expiration condition. 
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The methoa of claim 1 further including the steps of 
determining a payout based on the outcome; 
determining wether the payout equals zero; and 

wherein the steA of determining an occurrence is performed only if the payout equals zero. 



6. The method of clafan 1 further including the step of storing the running count on a player 
tracking card, and wherein the runnin^spunt includes status data representing an expiration 
condition of each occurrence pf the-aljleait one tracked symbol. 




1 7. 



The method of claim 1 fukther including the step of storing the running count at a slot server, 



2 and wherein the running count includes status data representing an expiration criterion of each 

3 occurrence of the at least one tracked^ symbol. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein fhe step of determining a bonus further includes determining 

2 the bonus based on a number of plays of the slot machine. 



1 9. The method of claim 1 wherein the slep of determining a bonus further includes determining 

2 the bonus based on a duration of time. 
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10\ The method of claim 1 wherein the running count represents occurrences of the at least one 
tracked symbol generated by a second slot machine. 

11. the method of claim 1 further including the step of receiving a wager; and wherein the step 
of determining a bonus further includes determining the bonus based on a wager amount. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one tracked symbol includes: 
at least one bonus symbol which contributes to the running count; 

at least one offsetting symbol; and 

the step of adjusting the running count further includes subtracting occurrences of the at least 
one offsetting symbol\ 

13. The method of cl^im 1 ^u£heV including the step of determining a payout, and the step of 
determining a bonus comprVse^ determining a multiplier to be applied to the payout. 

14. The method of claim 1 Wherein the step of determining a bonus payout includes determining 
points for a slot play reward system. 

15. The method of claim 14 further including the step of determining a payout for expired 
occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol. 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein Uie slot machine comprises a reel slot machine, and the 
symbols comprise reel symbols. \ 



17. The method of claim 16 wherein: 



25 



• Attorney Docket Number: 98-0 1 OX 
^P^ress Mailing Label #: EL645357142US 

2 /V e reel slot mac ^ ne includes a symbol display window and a payout line visible within the 

3 symbol drteplay window; and 

4 the kep of determining an occurrence includes selecting at least one tracked symbol from 

5 amongst all symbols displayed in the symbol display window. 

1 18. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of determining an occurrence includes selecting the 

2 at least one trackeAsymbol from amongst symbols on one specified reel of the reel slot machine. 

1 19. The method ofYlaim 1 wherein the slot machine comprises a video poker machine, and the 

2 symbols comprise playing card attributes. 

1 20. The method of claim 19 wheipin the at least one tracked symbol comprises a function of the 

2 face value of cards dealt in a nand. I \ 

1 21. A method for directing the operation of a slot machine, the method comprising the steps of: 

2 identifying at least one tracked symbol; 

3 associating a predetermined\expiration condition with each occurrence of the at least one 

4 tracked symbol after which each occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

5 generating a running count including adding new occurrences of the at least one tracked 

6 symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

7 identifying a bonus payout based ©n the running count. 

1 22. A method for directing the operationW a slot machine, the method comprising the steps of: 

2 identifying at least one tracked symbomiaving associated therewith an expiration condition 

3 after which the at least one tracked symbol is exVred; 
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4 generating a running count including adding new occurrences of the at least one tracked 

5 symbol andVibtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol, thereby determining 

6 an ongoing count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; 

7 identifying^ bonus value; and 

8 generating a tjonus payout when the running count exceeds the bonus value. 

1 23. A method in accordance with claim 22 wherein the step of generating a running count further 

2 includes the steps of: 

3 initializing the running count upon the initiation of a session of play by a player; and 

4 terminating the runningVount upon the termination of the session of play by the player; 

5 whereby the running count is active throughout the session of play. 



1 24. A method for directing the op^ratfon o|f a slot machine, the method comprising the steps of: 

2 initiating a session of play; 

3 identifying at least one tracked syrnbol; 

4 associating an expiration condition \ith the at least one tracked symbol after which the at 

5 least one tracked symbol is expired; 

6 identifying a bonus value; 

7 accumulating a count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol during the 

8 session of play; and 

9 awarding a bonus payout when the running c\ount exceeds the bonus value. 



1 25. A slot machine for determining a bonus payout, T^ie slot machine comprising: 

2 a processor; 
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3 Amemory connected to the processor storing a program to control the operation of the 

4 processor; 

5 the pk)cessor operative with the program in the memory to: 

6 \dentify at least one tracked symbol; 

7 initialize a running count; 

8 generate an outcome represented by a plurality of symbols; 

9 determine an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol; 

10 adjust the running count, including increasing the running count to reflect occurrences 

1 1 of the at least one tracked\symbol and decreasing the running count to reflect expiration of 

12 occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

13 determine a bonus payout based on the running count. 

1 26. The slot machine of claim\^|5 whe^/in the processor is further operative with the program in 

2 the memory to; 

3 identify an expiration conditio*! representing a number of plays after which an occurrence of 



4 the at least one tracked symbol expires;Vnd 

>ciirre 



5 determine an expiration of an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol based the 

6 expiration condition. 

1 27. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 

2 the memory to: 

3 identify an expiration condition representing a time after which an occurrence of the at least 

4 one tracked symbol expires; and 

5 determine an expiration of an occurrence of tl^ at least one tracked symbol based on the 

6 expiration condition. 
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iS. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 

the\iemory to: 

^determine a payout based on the outcome; 

^termine whether the payout equals zero; and 

whWein an occurrence is determined only if the payout equals zero. 

29. The slotViachine of claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to store the running count on a player tracking card, and wherein the running count 
includes status data representing an expiration condition of each occurrence of the at least one 
tracked symbol. 




30. The slot machine of craim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to store the runningVount at a slot server, and wherein the running count includes status 
data representing an expiration criterion of each occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol. 

3 1 . The slot machine of claim 25 whferein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to determine the bonus based on a number of plays of the slot machine. 

32. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein th&processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to determine the bonus based on a duration of time. 

33. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the running count represents occurrences of the at least 
one tracked symbol generated by a second slot machine. 
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34. \The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memVy to receive a wager; and wherein the bonus is determined based on a wager amount. 

35. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to:\ 

determined payout, and 

determine th^bonus by determining a multiplier to be applied to the payout. 

36. The slot machineW claim 25 wherein the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to determine trite bonus payout by determining points for a slot play reward system. 

37. The slot machine of claim\36 AvnerSn the processor is further operative with the program in 
the memory to determine a payout fW expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol. 

38. The slot machine of claim 25 wherein the slot machine comprises a video poker machine, and 
the symbols comprise playing card attributes. 

39. A slot machine for determining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 
a processor; \ 

a memory connected to the processor storing ^program to control the operation of the 
processor; \ 

the processor operative with the program in the memory to: 
identify at least one tracked symbol; \ 

associate a predetermined expiration condition ^th each occurrence of the at least 
one tracked symbol after which each occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 
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9 \generate a running count including adding new occurrences of the at least one tracked 

10 symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

1 1 identify a bonus payout based on the running count. 
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40. A slot machine fipr determining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising 
a processor; 

a memory connected \o the processor storing a program to control the operation of the 
processor; 

the processor operative wrth the program in the memory to: 

identify at least one tracked ^rrfyol having associated therewith an expiration 
condition after which the at least one trac 



bol is expired; 

generate a running count^ncluding adding new occurrences of the at least one tracked 
symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol, thereby determining 
an ongoing count of active occurrences of thp at least one tracked symbol; 
identify a bonus value; and 

generate a bonus payout when th^ running count exceeds the bonus value. 



1 41 . A slot machine for determining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 

2 a processor; 

3 a memory connected to the processor storing a pr£^gram to control the operation of the 

4 processor; 

5 the processor operative with the program in the memo\y to: 

6 initiate a session of play; 

7 identify at least one tracked symbol; 
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8 dissociate an expiration condition with the at least one tracked symbol after which the 

9 at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

10 identify a bonus value; 

1 1 accumulate a count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol during the 

12 session of play; and 

13 award a bohus payout when the running count exceeds the bonus value. 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 



42. A slot machine for det&mining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 
means for identifying at least one tracked symbol; 
means for initializing a running count; 

means for generating an outcqme represented by a plurality of symbols; 
means for determining an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol; 
means for adjusting the running count, including increasing the running count to reflect 



occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol and decreasing the running count to reflect expiration 
of occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

means for determining a bonus payout based on the running count. 
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43. A slot machine for determining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 
means for identifying at least one tracked symbol; 

means for associating a predetermined expiration condition with each occurrence of the at 
least one tracked symbol after which each occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

means for generating a running count including addmg new occurrences of the at least one 
tracked symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at feast one tracked symbol; and 

means for identifying a bonus payout based on the running count. 
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1 44\ A slot machine for determining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 

2 Imeans for identifying at least one tracked symbol having associated therewith an expiration 

3 condition after which the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

4 means for generating a running count including adding new occurrences of the at least one 

5 tracked symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol, thereby 

6 determining an ongoing count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; 

7 means for identifying a bonus value; and 

8 means for generating a bonus payout when the running count exceeds the bonus value. 
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45. A slot machine forvxietermining a bonus payout, the slot machine comprising: 
means for initiating a^session of 
means for identifying at least orjfe tracked symbol; 
means for associating an expiration condition with the at least one tracked symbol after which 
the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

means for identifying a bonus value; 

means for accumulating a count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol 
during the session of play; and 

means for awarding a bonus payout when fee running count exceeds the bonus value. 



1 46. A computer-readable storage medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 

2 a method for directing a slot machine to determine a bontif; payout, said processing instructions for 

3 directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

4 identifying at least one tracked symbol; 

5 initializing a running count; 

6 generating an outcome represented by a plurality of symb&ls; 
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ietermining an occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol; 

adjusting the running count, including increasing the running count to reflect occurrences of 
the at least oke tracked symbol and decreasing the running count to reflect expiration of occurrences 
of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

determining a bonus payout based on the running count. 



1 47. A computer-readable storage medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 

2 a method for directing a slot machine to determine a bonus payout, said processing instructions for 

3 directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

4 identifying at least one\racke#symbol; 

5 associating a predetermined Expiration condition with each occurrence of the at least one 

6 tracked symbol after which each occurrence of the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

7 generating a running count including adding new occurrences of the at least one tracked 

8 symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; and 

9 identifying a bonus payout based on\he running count. 



1 48. A computer-readable storage medium enfcoded with processing instructions for implementing 

2 a method for directing a slot machine to determine^ bonus payout, said processing instructions for 

3 directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

4 identifying at least one tracked symbol having\associated therewith an expiration condition 

5 after which the at least one tracked symbol is expired; 

6 generating a running count including adding new Occurrences of the at least one tracked 

7 symbol and subtracting expired occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol, thereby determining 

8 an ongoing count of active occurrences of the at least one tracked symbol; 

9 identifying a bonus value; and 
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generatinka bonus payout when the running count exceeds the bonus value. 
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49. A computer-readable storage medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 
a method for directing a slot inachine to determine a bonus payout, said processing instructions for 
directing a computer to perfonnNhe steps of: 
initiating a session of play; 
identifying at least one tracked Symbol; 

associating an expiration conditiorr^ith the at least one tracked symbol after which the at 
least one tracked symbol is expired; 
identifying a bonus value; 

accumulating a count of active occurrences of^he at least one tracked symbol during the 
session of play; and 

awarding a bonus payout when the running count exceeds the bonus value. 
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